APPOINTMENT I: ASSURANCE
Objectives:

1. To review the plan of salvation and make sure the person understands it.

2. To assure him/her of the permanence of his’her relationship with Christ.

3. Tomaintain or develop a natural relationship with the person being followed up
4. To answer any questions he/she might have.

John 5:24

. REVIEW PLAN OF SALVATION
A. Bridge
1. God lovesyou and offers awonderful plan for your life.

2. However, man is sinful and separated from God.
Thus, he cannot know and experience God's love and MAN CHRIST S0 1o
plan for hislife. Thisresultsin eternal death. ' '

3. Jesus Christ is God's only provision for man’ssin.
Through Him we can know and experience God's love
and plan for our lives.

4. And our response to this knowledge is receiving Jesus
Christ as Savior and Lord. It isadecision of our wills.

2. Romans 3:23
3. Romans 6:23

4. | Peter 3:18
5. Ephesian32:8,9|

Sress the fact that our relationship with God is based on His faithfulness and His work on our
behalf, and our acceptance of what He has done for us. Also emphasize that Christ came all the way
down to us. We didn’t meet Him part way.

B. Canoe (aternate illustration)

1. Because of the many misconceptions regarding Christianity, let’s define
Christianity. Would you say that Christ is central to Christianity? Obviously
Christ isthe purpose or center of Christianity. “Christ” means Savior. What isa
Savior?’ (One who saves.)

2. Let'ssay that you and | are out on alake canoeing. Your canoe tips over and you can’t
swim. | look at the situation and see that you are in trouble. Unless| do
something, you are going to drown.

a. S0, | throw some little booklets to you that explain
how to swimin 10 easy steps. Am | your savior? (NO
Likewise, many people think that Christianity isalot
of rulesor code of ethics. That'safalse Savior.

b. Well, | seethat that doesn’t work, so | jJump out of my carue
and show you how to swim by doing the crawl, sidestroke, backstroke, etc. Am |
your savior? (No)

In the same way, believing that Christ was just a good teacher (or example), here to
show us how to live agood life doesn’'t make Him your Savior.
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c. OK. I can seethat you are getting desperate, going down for the third
time. So, | pull you into my canoe, and we head for shore. About
two-thirds of the way there, | start thinking that you aren’t grateful for
what I’ ve done. So, | push you out and makeyou swim the rest of the
way to shore. Am | your savior? (No)

d. Butif | takeyou all the way to shore and place you on dry land, am |
your savior? (yes) Christ plusnothing elseis Savior.

C. Eternd Life Equation

1.

2.

Which equation is correct and why?

CHRIST + GOOD WORKS = ETERNAL LIFE

CHRIST + NOTHING = ETERNAL LIFE + GOOD WORKS

The second equation is correct, because Christ did everything when He died on
the cross for us. We can do nothing to earn or inherit eternal life. The good

works come as aresult of our love for God because of what he did for us
through Christ.

1. ASSURANCE OF SALVATION

A. Trainillustration

1

2

3.

10.

. The Christian lifeis much like atrain: locomotive, coal car and caboose.
They correspond to fact, faith and feeling.

. Define“fact” by asking: “Isafact true?’ (Yes)

“Does afact change?’ (No)

“Do your feelings change?’ (Yes)

Suppose thing go wrong. What does that do to your feelings?

In other words, what determines whether our feelings are up or down?

Add acar to the train and label it circumstances.

Suppose your faith isin your feelings, and your feelings are going up and down?

What will your faith do? (Go up and down, too.)

If your faithisin your feelings, and your feelings are determined by your circumstances,
what really determines your faith? (Circumstances)

Suppose your faith or trust or confidence that Christ isin your life is based on how you
feel, and your feelings change. What would that do to your faith? (Cause it to waver)
Now, suppose you go the other way. Suppose you place your faith in the fact. We said
that afact istrue, and that it never changes. Jesus said, “Your Word is Truth: (John 17:17)
and “My Words will never pass away.” (Matthew 24:35).

In other words, you can trust completely what Jesus says because it will never

change. It is Truth.”

One problem Christians have in learning to trust God's Word is not knowing it. Let’'s
quickly see some of the things God says are true of you—things that you can count on as
fact.
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B. Verseson Eternal Life, God’'slove and our security in Him
Begin by explaining that he/she should always check the context of verses that you give him/her.
Thisisto make sure that you (or anyone else) are not taking verses out of context.
1. 1 John 5:9-13
a. Who has eternal life?
b. Who doesn’t
c. Do you have the Son?
d. What kind of life do you have?
e. When did eternal life start for you?
f. Isit possible to have eterna life today and not have it tomorrow?
0. Reread the passage and without warning, change “ may know” to “ might know” in verse 13.
Isthat what the verse says? (No)

What is the difference between “may know” and “might know”?

2. John 10:1-10, 27-30
a. Read vs 1-10. Who are His sheep?
b. Read vs. 27-30. What are some characteristics of His sheep?
c. What do they have? (Eterna life)

God’'sHands illustration
a. “Thisring (pen cap, coin, etc.) isasymbol of His sheep, or you and me.”
b. Readvs. 28. “Thisisyouin Christ’'s Hand” (Close your hand over the object.)
c. Read vs. 29. Place other hand over thefirst and say, “ Thisis the Father’s Hand.”
d. Read vs. 30. “That meansthat all the cracks between my fingers are sealed together.”
e. “Canthe (object) fall out of my hands? That’s how secure you are in the Hands of God!”
f. Writeon the paper:  John 10:27-30
Never perish
Double bond
g. “Thistheme of being secure in God is seen throughout the Bible. Let's ook at other
examples.”

3. Romans 8:35, 38-39
a. What do these verses say to you?
b. Write on the paper: Who shall separate us fromthe Love of Christ? Romans 8:35, 38-39
¢. Nothing, nothing can separate you from the love of God—not troubles, the devil, stuff you
do wrong, pain, death, or anything else you can think of. That’s how much God loves you.

4. Hebrews 13:1-5

a. Thisparagraph (vs. 1-5) isinteresting because it begins by listing qualities that should be
true of our lives. It then addresses things that people chase after — sex, money.

b. Then, it says the reason we can be pure and content is because God Himself has said, “Never
will | leave you; never will | forsake you.”

c. “Never leave’ inthe original Greek isadouble negative. Thus, the verseisreally saying,
“ Never no never will | leave you.”

d. ““Never forsake' isactually atriple negative. Hence, Jesusisreally saying here, “ Never no

never no never will | forsake you.”

Ask the person you are following-up if he/she has any questions about the material you have just gone
over. Give them a piece of paper you drew and wrote on. Ask them to look it over during the week, and
bring any questions they might have to your next meeting. Close in prayer.
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(Review the Bridge)

MAN CHRIST | GOD
2. Romans3:23 1. John 10:10
3. Romans6.23
4, | Peter 3:18
5. Ephesians2:8,9

. God lovesyou and offersawonderful plan.

. Manissinful and separated from God.

. Sin=desth, but God offerslife.

. Through Jesus, we can experience God'slove.

. By receiving Christ as Savior and Lord, we can experience God'slove.

Lesson One

SALVATION ASSURANCE

. Doyou believe Jesus Christ died onthe crossfor your sinsand that He rose again from the dead?
| Peter 2:24

. Didyou sincerely repent and ask Jesus Christ to comeinto your life? | John 1:8-10, Romans 10:8-11,
John 1:12

. IsHeinyour liferight now? John 3:16-18, 1 Peter 3:9, | John 5:14-15, Revelation 3:20

. How do you know? | John 5:11-13




1. Isafact true?

2. Doesafact change?

3. Supposeyour faithisinyour feelings, and your feelingsare going up and down. What will your
faith do?

4. Now, supposeyou placeyour faithinthefact. We said afact istrueand that it never changes.

John17:17 “Thy Wordistruth”
Matthew 24:35 “Heaven and earth will passaway, but my Wordswill remain.”

In other words, we can trust completely what Jesus says becauseit will never change; itistruth.
5. Inorder to trust God'sWord asfact, we need to know it.
WHAT GOD SAYSABOUT ME - THINGS| CAN COUNT ONASFACT
1. Read | John 5:9-13

a. Who haseternal life?

b. Do you havethe Son?

c. Whendid eternad life start for you?

d. Canyou haveeternal lifetoday and not tomorrow?

2. Read John 10:27-30

a. Who are His sheep?

b. What are 2 characterisitcs of His sheep?

c. What do they have?

We are securein the hands of God!



3. Read Romans8:35, 38, 39

What can separate usfrom God?

4. Read Hebrews 13:5

What is God's promiseto us?

ACTION PLAN

1. Writeout God'’spromisesto you.

2. Beableto explainthe bridge to me next week.

3. Sharethebridgewith one other person - either Christian or non-Christian

4. Listyour strengthsand weaknesses.
Strengths:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Weakness:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)




APPOINTMENT II: GOD TALKSTO USTHROUGH SCRIPTURE
Objectives

1. Toshow that Scriptureis God'sWord
2. Toshow that Scriptureisessential for our growth and devel opment
3. That God speakingto usisoneof four talksin our growth with Christ.

|. Mathew 4:3-11
4.4

» Itiswritten. Christ confirmed theauthority of Scripture

* Itisequa towhat God hassaid

* Weneedtorespondto lifethrough Scripture

»  Scriptureisour spiritua food
Quedtions
1. Based on Jesus example, what isan effective method to battle temptation?

2. Inverse4, what phrase does Jesus use to describe Scripture?

3. How isScripturelike bread? Consider how often and how much we need
food.

4.6-7
» Discernwhat isaccurate and correct when people quote Scripturelike Christ doesin thissituation.
» Contextisalwaysto be obedient to God'sWord (that’sthe gist of Christ’sresponse).
» Toillustratepoint, hereisa possible example of not respecting the context. Only useif
the per son iswell along, otherwise skip these pointsand go on to 4:10.
Quedtions
1. A Christian quotesRomans 12:17-19 and concludesthat the U.S. should not
retaliate against terrorism. Do you agree? Why or why not?
Then point out Romans 13:1-5. Thisgivesclearer instruction about
government responsibility.

2. Giveanother example of taking Scripture out of context. Then useanother
Scripturecorrectly to refutethis.

3. “Fasehoodisnever sofalseaswhenitisvery nearly true.” -GK. Chesterton
Discussthis statement, specifically whether it appliesto what cultsdo.

4.10
*  From Scriptureweget our focusand prioritiesof life.
Quedtions
1. Look at the nature of the threetemptations. How did they progress?
Was each one an invitation to do something obviously wrong?

2. Think of and discusscommon temptationsyou face.



1. | Peter2:2
* Milk meansto start with the basicsand grow.
* LongfortheWord.
» Keepthecorrect order - start withmilk first.
Quedtions.
1. Whatismilkin Christianity? What arethefirst things, themost
elementary parts, that anew Christian should begin with?

2. What does Scriptureindicateis milk? SeeActs2:37-47, 16:31-34,
Acts20:32-35, | Cor. 3:1-2, Hebrews 5:11-14, 6:1-2. Compareyour list to
what you answered in#1.

3. Areyoudrinking milk or eating solid food? Do you know and/or practice
thethingslistedin #2.

[1l. | Thessalonians2:13

» ScriptureisGod sWord, not theword of men
o Scriptureperformsitsworksinus. | Thess. 1.5. It comesin:
1. Power
2. theHoly Spirit
3. inaconvincing manner
Quedtions
1. Compareliberal artssubjects (education, humanities, literature, history, etc.) to
mathematic and science (physics, chemistry, engineering). Isthereonly one right answer, one
absol ute correct answer in these subjects? Why or why not?

Doeswhat you think about the answer change the correctness of the answer? What about the
Bible? Isthereacorrect answer? Doesthe answer change depending on what peoplethink?

2. Congder aradiotalk-show, wherethereisamoderator, and peoplecall
inand givetheir opinions. Oftenthe moderator treatshisopinionsand all the
peoples opinionsasequally valid. Do peopletoday treat theBiblelikearadio
talk-show? How can you avoid thisinyour Bible study?
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Vi

VII.

Hebrews4:12

»  God changesusfromtheinsideout.

» Scriptureisthefood God uses.

Quedtions

1. How “sharp” is Scripture? In Hebrews4:12 what arethe thingsthat Scripture
candivide?

2. Discusswhy the author usestheseterms:
- soul and spirit
- jointsand marrow
- thoughtsand intentions

(Thisshowsusthat God usesthe Word to change usfrom theinside out.)

John17:17

» TheWord sanctifies(setsapart for specia use)

e Scriptureistruth

Quedtion:

1. “All truthisGod'struth.” (Augustine). Discusswhat thismeans. Relateitto
what you study inthe university aswell.

[l Timothy 3:16-17

» ScriptureisGod-breathed

e Scriptureequipsto causegrowth

Quedtion:

1. Wheredoestheauthority of Scripture comefrom?

|l Peter 1:17-21

* Menwereled by God

* Vs 19 Scriptureconfirms

* Vs 17- Christ wasconfirmed by the Father (Matt. 17)

e Scripturehaspriority over experience

Quedtion:

1. Many non-Chrigtianstalk about near-death experiencesthat were positive.
How should weview theseinlight of Scripture?
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VIII.

V.

X.

Romans12:2

» Conformed versustransformed

Quetion:

1. Conformed/transformed. What can conform you? How canyou instead be
transformed?

Ezra7:10

* Prepared hisheart
e Studied

e Observed

1. Isthesequenceof Ezra sactivitiesimportant?
2. How effectiveisaperson who teachesbefore doing?
3. What foundation should ateacher have built before he/sheteaches?

|l Timothy 2:15

* Approvedlifestyle

»  Study correctly

Quedtions.

1. Why should we study the Bibleif we have Bible teachers?

2. How doesonerightly dividethe Word of truth?
3. Whose approval should we seek primarily in our work for the Lord?

4. How do we balance agreement with fellow Christiansand agreement with
God?

SEEASSIGNMENT ON NEXT PAGE
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ASSIGNMENT: Psalm 19:7-11

Noticethedifferent synonymsfor Scripture.

Noticeitscharacter

Noticeitsimpact or affect
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APPOINTMENT I11: WECOMMUNICATEWITH GOD THROUGH PRAY ER
(Tdking with God)
Objectives.
1. Takingwith Godissharing our lifethoughts, dreams, sorrows, passions, frustrations,

joys, priorities, and concerns.

2. Prayer istalkingwith God about our spiritual growth, eternal purposes, and inner
issues, aswell aspraying for othersand their concerns, spiritual needs, and burdens.

3. To show that the best instruction and examples on prayer arein Scripture. Work
through each of the sectionson prayer.



MODEL PRAYERS

1. Consider the prayer Jesustaught the disciplesin Matthew 6:9-13 asamodel prayer. According to
thismodel, noticethe special relationship we areto havewith God, “ Father”. (Father meansaddressing
someonewho knowsuswell and impliesavery special and personal relationship.) Romans8:14-16,
Galatians4:4-7. Next, find what kindsof thingsJesus’ disciplesareto ask for:

Verse9

Verse 10

Verse11

Verse1?2

Verse 13

2. Read the prayer of Jesusto the Fatherin John 17. Not all the verses contain requests. Inverse5
Jesusmade apersona request: “Glorify thou mewith thine own self with theglory which I had with
theebeforetheworldwas.” Thiswasauniquerequest that only He could pray. What did Jesus
request for Hisdisciples?

Verse11

Verse 15

Verse 17

Verse 21

Verse 24

3. Pray Ephesians 3:14-19for afriend sothat:
He/she be strengthened in theinner man (v. 16).
Christ would dwell in his/her heart through faith (v. 17).
He/shebe ableto comprehend theloveof Christ.
He/shebefilledtoall thefullnessof God (vv. 18-19).
4. Read another of Paul’sprayersin Ephesians 1:15-23 and list at least four thingshe asked for:

Verse 17

Verse 18

Verse 19
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5. Intheprayer for the Christiansin Colossians 1:9-12, what did Paul ask for?

Verse9

Verse 10

Verse11

6. InPhilippians1:9-11 Paul Prayed what? That . ..

Verse9

Verse 10

Verse11

Emphasizethe Spiritua
L ook over thetopicslistedinthemode prayersabove.

How many werefor spiritual matters?
How many werefor materia needsor changes?

Theprayersof Jesusand of Paul show they gave prayer for spiritual changefirst place. Their prayers
show their concernfor spiritual mattersfar exceeded requestsfor material needs. Of thetwenty-fiveor
morerequestsinthese prayers, only oneisfor materia or physical concerns- therequest for daily
bread. Thisisnot to say that we should not pray about physical or material concerns. It doesindicate,
however, that the emphasisof our praying ought to be on spiritual concerns. Our prayersshould ask
first for theglory of God and for Hispurposes. Jesustaught usto begin our prayersby asking that
God'sname be hallowed, that Hiskingdom come, and that Hiswill bedoneon earth. Thistakes
precedenceover al elsewemight ask.

Much of our prayingiscrisispraying. InHisgreat prayer in John 17, Jesusisat the most somber and
difficult moment of Hislife. Hisprayer isamajestic monument of untroubled love. Heaskedfor only a
few things, but He repeated again and again their importance. He prayed for great sweeping issues-
issueswhoseweight and importance could not even be perceived by those who werewith Him.

Walking in Fellowship with God Today

Today make apoint to increase the number of spiritual petitionsyou present to the Lord. Pray about
your roleinthekingdom. What about the kingdom, to your knowledge, needs prayer? Pray for
leadersinthework of thekingdom. Pray for unity inthebody of Chrigt.

Look again at Paul’sprayersfor believersat Ephesus, Colossae, and Philippi. Singleout four Christians
inyour Disciple’ sPrayer Lifegroup and pray asPaul did for those spiritual changesintheir lives. Write
their names on aseparate sheet of paper.

-2



PERSONAL PRAY ER REQUESTS

Today’sL earning Goal
Youwill beabletolist your persona prayer needs, after studying Bible examples, of personal petitions.

ThreeAreasof Personal Requests
You should petition God for your own persona needs. Jesustaught thisto Hisdisciples. Inthemodel
prayer, after the prayer for God'shonor and kingdom, Jesus authorized aseriesof persona requests:
» fordailyfood,
» forforgivenessof sns, and
» forddiverancefromtemptation (Matt. 6:11-13).

Theseindicatethreelargeareas God isinterested in - our physical needs, therestoration to fellowship
with Himif webreak it, and protection from forces beyond our control. “ Temptation” can refer either
toanenticementtosinor toatria. Weare specifically promised deliverance from anything God alows
usto betempted with

(I Cor. 10:13), and so we can and should ask God for that deliverance.

Yesterday, you reviewed the model prayer in Matthew 6:9-13 for yoursalf. Pray according tothese
principles.

Ask for Guidance

Jesus not only told usto ask about personal needs, but He Himself did just that. He often prayed for
guidance. Thenight before He chosethetwelvedisciples, He spent theentirenight in prayer (Luke
6:12-13). Whenthetime cameto expand His Galilean ministry beyond Capernaum, Jesusaroseearly
inthemorning and prayedina“solitary place” (Mark 1:35-39). Jesus' prayersdemonstratethat divine
guidanceisavailablethrough prayer.

We have other examplesof Biblical characters seeking God'sguidance.
1. What guidancedid David seek in| Samuel 23:2-4?

2. Read Genesis24:12-14. What guidance did Abraham’ sservant, Eliezer seek inprayer?
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Inwhat areasare you personally needing guidance at the present time?

Ask for Wisdom

Another similar persond petition found oftenin Scriptureisfor wisdom. Asking for wisdomis
appropriate. “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that givethto al menliberally, and
upbraideth not; andit shall begivenhim” (James1:5)

1. Inl Kings 3:9-12 who asked for wisdom?

2. In Romans 16:19 who wanted the Romansto be wise?

3. In Matthew 10:16 who wanted wisdom for those sent out?

What specia need for wisdom do you haveat thistime?

Other Personal Requests

IntheBible, most personal requeststurn out to bring great benefit for thework of God, evenif they
seemto pertain only tothe oneasking. Look at thefollowing Scripturesand write what each person
petitioned.

Genesis15:2-6 (Abram)

| Samuel 1:10-11 (Hannah)

Luke 1:13 (Zacharias)

2Kings20:1-3 (Hezekiah)

Acts 9:36-42 (Peter)

All the aboverequestswerefor materia or physical changes, but each answer had great spiritual results.
Abram prayed for ason, and the answer to that prayer, 1saac, became avery important ingredient in
God'screation of the chosen people. Hannah'sprayer for ason produced one of the pivotal figuresof
|sragl’shistory, Samue. He becamethelast of thejudgesand also aprophet prefiguring many of the
later great prophetsof Isragl. Zacharias' prayer for ason wasanswered with the birth of Johnthe
Baptist, theforerunner of Christ. Although these prayers seemto be personal and private, God was
guiding their utterance because of what each of these prayers ultimately produced for Hispurposes.
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Other seemingly persona requestsinthe Biblefollow the same pattern of producing unexpected benefits
for the purposesof God. Inamorta sickness, Hezekiah prayedtolive. Hesurvived, and later
Manasseh was born to him. Although Manasseh wasavery wicked king, hissuccessionto thethrone
preserved theroya Davidiclinefor the coming of theMessiah.

Peter’sprayer for theresurrection of Dorcas brought about the conversion of many peoplein Joppaso
that the church grew. No doubt Dorcas continued to minister to the needs of othersas she had prior to
her death. Persond, private prayersof godly peoplearelikely toyield great resultsfor the kingdom of
God

Tolist al thepersona prayersyou might makewould bepointless. Different peopleand different
circumstancescal for different specific requests. Remember, however, the Bible commends persona
prayer. Thetoneof thewholeBibleisthat God usesthe personal prayersof godly peopleto
accomplish greater endsthan the pray-er might expect.

Walking in Fellowship with God Today

Personal requests should grow out of apersonal relationshiptotheLord. Today, try to envision how
God seesyour persona requests. Think of two personal requestsyou have recently madeor could
maketoday. Prayerfully trace out what would happen in the kingdom or to the honor of God if those
requestsweregranted. Learnto say:

“Thy kingdom comeinthegranting of (personal request).”
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ASKING FOROTHERS

Today’sL earning Goa

You will understand and beginto follow the pattern of peoplein Scripture by praying for friends,
enemies, civil authorities, your nation, and thesick. Prayer of Intercessionisaform of prayer. Makea
list of Biblical examplesof peoplewho prayed for others. Writethename of the pray-er, the one(s)
prayed for, and a Scripturereference.

Pray-er Prayed For Scripture Reference

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement and why: Write your response on the lines below.

“ Intercessory prayer ...reachesits highest power and its highest goal when it isintended to bring the
kingdom and accomplish the will of God.”

Matthew 6:19-34

John 15:7

Romans 8:27

James 4:3

Intercessory Prayer

Praying for others often is referred to as intercessory prayer. |f we are to love others as our selves,
we should pray for others as ourselves. We have seen that Jesus prayed for His disciples in John 17.
An especially poignant prayer is His prayer for Simon at the Lord’'s Supper. After telling the disciples that
Satan had asked permission to sift them like wheat, Jesus then told Simon, “But | have prayed for thee,
that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren” (Luke 22:32). This prayer
made possible Peter’s great courage before the Sanhedrin in Acts 4:8-12. The Sanhedrin “saw the
boldness of Peter and John” and “took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus’ (Acts 4:13)!

Other examples you should have listed include Jesus' prayersfor us (Heb. 9:24;

Heb. 7:25; Rom. 8:33-34), the Jerusalem church’s prayer for Peter (Acts 12:5), and Paul’s prayers for the
churchesof hisday (Eph. 1:15-20; Col. 1:9-11; Phil. 1:9;

| Thess. 3:10-13; 2 Thess. 1:11). You may have also hoticed the prayersimplied by Paul’s requests of the
churches at Thessal onica, Rome, Ephesus, Colossae, and Philippi.

I ntercessory prayer reachesitshighest potential whenit isintended to further the kingdom of God and
accomplishHiswill.
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PRAYING FORTHELOST

Today’sL earning Goal
You will understand five stepsin praying for thelost and demonstrate your compassion for thelost
through prayer.

Your Heart' sDesire

How frequently do you pray specificaly for alost person by name? (Check your responseand be
honest.)

____Atleastdaily

_____Twiceor more per week

_____Onceper week

_____Lessthanonceeach week

Theamount you pray for thelost may indicate one or morethingsabout your thinking. 1t may
indicate how much compassion you havefor thelost. 1t may indicatewhether or not you
believe prayer can havean effect on thelost person’slife. It may indicatewhat you believe
about hell and thelost per son’sdestiny.

Paul’s" heart’sdesireand prayer” for hisfellow Jewswasfor their salvation (Rom. 10:1). Heso
reflected themind of Christ that hisheart becamelike God’sheart. Theessenceof al prayer isagreeing
with God, and God does not want any person to die without accepting the generous sacrifice of HisSon
for the purpose of salvation. God desiresthat al cometo repentance (2 Pet. 3:9). Themorewe pray,
themorewethink like God thinks. Asafaithful prayer warrior, youwill want to cultivateacompassion
for thelost that wants* all mento be saved, and to come unto theknowledge of thetruth” (1 Tim. 2:4),
just as God does.

Prayingfor thelost will involvenot only beseeching God for their initia acceptance of Christ’ssalvation,
but alsothelarger prayer request that an atmospherefor spiritua growthwill beavailableto new
converts.

Visudizing

Sometimesvisualizing helpsusto see God'spoint of view. If wearesubmitting to the L ordship of
Chrig, filled and guided by the Holy Spirit, and are earnestly seeking the mind and heart of God, He will
prompt our prayer by hel ping usmentally “see” what He sees. Wethen apply our faith and action to
bring into reality the God-given vision. Weask God for what Hewantsto give, andrgjoiceinthevision
of the compl eted answer to our request.

A helpful prayer exerciseisto visualize alost person receiving Christ, being baptized, and finally
becoming agloriouslight for the Lord by contributing notably to thelife of the church.

Closeyour eyesand visuaizeyoursdlf presenting to God at Hisjudgment seat somelost person you

know asoneyou yourself brought to Christ. Think of what youwould say to God and what Hewould
say toyou.
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Five Stepsin Praying for the Lost
A hdpful progressoninprayingfor thelogtis:
1. Cultivateagenuine concernand lovefor thelost.
2. Discover specific peopleinyour concentric circlesof relationshipwho arelost.
3. Pray appropriately and in detail for these specific persons.
4. Persistin prayer.
5. Thank God for each step Hetakesin moving them to salvation.

Step One: Cultivate aGenuine Concern

Chrigtian history isrepl ete with men and women whose burning heart so yearned for the salvation of thelost
that they sacrificed health, comfort, and even family to gain for God those Christ-lesssoulsHelonged for.
David Brainerd agonized sointensaly in prayer for thelndiansin New England that heisdescribed asone
who *“wept himself to death.” He had to leave hismissionary work because of tuberculosis. John Knox
prayed, “ Giveme Scotland or | die!” Asamissionary to India, William Carey agonized for sevenyears
beforehe saw hisfirst convert.

Ask God toimpresson you thedread pendty of being lost. AsChristiansgrow older, their security inthe
hands of God sometimes doesthe opposite of what it should do; it leadsto acomfortableindifferencetothe
awesomeeternity of hell, instead of agrateful acknowledgement of our salvationin theform of witnessing.
Ask Godtoincreaseyour horror of hell and to giveyou arenewed vision of Christ suffering your own
judgment.

Sep Two: Discover Specific People
Prayer for thelost should be specific prayer. It shouldinclude prayer for specificindividualsand specific
requestsfor thoseindividuas.

In the blanks bel ow writethe names of lost personsin therelationshipsnamed. Select personsthat are
closesttoyou at thistime.

Neighbor/Suite-mate:

Friend:

Acquaintance (classmate, social, or work with):

Addthemtoyour prayer list. Which of thesethreeindividualsdo youthink isclosest to making adecision
for Christ?

Which do youthink isfurthest from being ready to accept Christ?
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Step Three: Pray

Inyour prayer for these persons, remember that you can only impact God'sside of therelationship; you
cannot touch anything God would not touch. God |leavesthewill free. Anyonewho acceptssalvation must
decideto do so. God will not forcethem.

Pray thefollowing requestsfor each of the personsyou listed above. Check below when you have prayed
asindicated.

Lord, bring effectivewitnesses, including me, acrosstheir path.

Savior, arrange circumstancesin their lifein suchaway that thevery detailsof their living will point
themto Christ.

Lord, send your Holy Spiritingreat power to convict them of their sinand their lost condition.

Father, causethem to understand, through Your Holy Spirit, that Jesusisadequatefor their salvation
fromgn.

Step Four: Persistin Prayer

Remember that God honorsimportunity, or persistence. Keepinmind that delayed answers are sometimes
atest of your faith. Ask God to reveal new waysto pray for them, such asusing their needs aspointersto
Chrigt’ssufficiency, or prodding their memory with Scripturethey may haveheard. Pray for specific
individua sthat may be abletoimpact their livesfor Christ. Pray without wavering.

Step Five: Thank God
Ask God to sensitize you to the progressyour target person ismaking toward salvation.
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APPOINTMENT IV: TALKINGWITH OTHERSWHO KNOW GOD

DEVELOPING OUR RELATIONSHIPWITH GOD
THROUGH FELLOWSHIPWITH OTHER BELIEVERS

Objectives:

1. Toemphasizeagainthat the Christian lifeisnot acode of rules(religion) but a
relationship with Jesus Christ
2. Toidentify the basic purposesof fellowship and set the ground work for the
church, which will be expanded upon later.
3. Toprovideguideinesfor healthy and positiveinteraction between believers.

Term Defined:
Fellowship - Koinonia, which means parti cipation together, to share together,
to fellowship, havein common
| John 1:3-7
A. Fdlowshipiswith other believers, with the Father, and with the Son.

B. Peoplewho shareinthisfellowship don’t walk indarkness(sin) but walk in
thelight, in purity and holiness. (that is, agrowing maturity)

Il. | Corinthians1:9

God cdlsusintofelowshipwith HisSon. (Later wewill explainhow sininterfereswith our fellowship
with Christ and how to deal withsin.)

[1. [l Corinthians13:14

Talksabout thefellowship of theHoly Spirit and how itisdesired to beapart of
our life. (Later wewill talk about theHoly Spirit and Hisrolein our life.)

IN SUMMARY
Fellowship iswith the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit, and with other believers
whoarewalkingintheLight.

V. Hebrews 10:24-25

A. Fellowshipishelping oneanother and otherslive Godly lives.
Verse 24 - Taketimeto consider aplan to help each other grow inlove
and good deedsor living out our faith.

Itisimportant for usto taketimeto think and beintentional on how wecan
encourage each other in our walks.



Hebrews10:25

1. We need each other, we areinterdependent asabody, so don't forsake
coming together (asisthe habit of some- bad habit. Don't beindependent apart from

the body).

2. We must makethemost of every day.
B. Hebrews3:13
1. Fellowshipistobeadalily activity (morethan just Sunday)

2. Itismuch easier for aChristiantofall or givein to temptation when
apart from the support of believers.

V. Romans12:3-18

A. Vase3 Every believer hasthe sameimportance
(Youand | arenot abig deal.)
B. Vs.4-5 God created usto work together. If abeliever isnot an active part
of the body, that person’sfunction must be performed by adifferent
part of the body...not its proper function.

C. Vs.6-8 God hasequipped every believer with talents, abilities, giftsfor
the purpose of ministry to and with the other parts of the body.

D. Vs.9-18 Standardsfor fellowship and treating one another properly.
vs. 18 A Christian cannot control all aspectsof arelationship, but he/she
can make surethat his/her side of therelationship isbeing handled
inaGodly manner.

SCRIPTUREMOST FREQUENTLY TALKSAND TEACHESABOUT
FELLOWSHIPIN THE CONTEXT OF THE LOCAL CHURCH
(LikeRomans 12, thefollowing passagesarein the context of alocal church.)

V1. Ephesians4:11-16 - A Picture and Description of the Effectsof aHealthy Local
Fellowship (church)

A. Vs. 11-15 God providesfor our growth and maturing inthe context of the
fellowship of alocal church.

B. Vs. 15 Chrigtisthehead of ahedthy fellowship. (Churchleadership must dwaysbesengtive
to Hisleadership.)

C. Vs. 16 A hedthy fellowshipisateam, and every individua playsan
important part or role.
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VII. Philippians1:3-11 - A Portrait of Healthy Growth

Vs. 3
Vs. 4
Vs. 5
Vs. 6
Vs. 7-8
Vs 9-11

Thanking God for everyone

Praying for each other (withjoy)
Everyonehelpingtoreachthelost
Everyonematuretogether asateam

A hedlthy fellowshipiscloseand caring.

A hedlthy fellowship isbecoming moreand more
like Christ everyday.

VIII. Colossans3:12-17 - Livingin Harmony

Vs 12
Vs. 12b-15

Vs. 16-17

God seesChristiansasapeople, not just many individuals.
Our inner persond relationship with each other should display
these traits.

Christisawaysat the center of our fellowship.

IV. 1 Thessalonians2:17-3:10 - Fellowship Should be LikeaFamily, Closeand Caring

2:17
2:18-19
31
3:2-8
3:9-10

Having been orphaned from you and eager to seeyour face
Our joy, our exultation ,etc.

Endureit nolonger

Going though hard timestogether

Reoicing, praying, and helping in oneanother’sgrowth

V. Romans 15:5-7 and John 17:20-21

God'sdesireand prayer for unity inthefelowship of believers.
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APPOINTMENT V: TALKINGWITH THOSEWHO DON’'T KNOW THE LORD
SHARINGABOUT CHRIST - WITNESSING
Objectives.

1. Show that outreachisan essential part of ahedlthy, balanced walk and lifestyle.

2. Explaintheimportance of evangelismfromaBiblica perspective.

3. Explainthat evangelism should beanatural outflow of our walk with the Lord.

4. Helpthem understand that evangelismisan essentid part of making disciples.

5. Point out that prayer and dependence onthe Holy Spirit are essential el ements of
evangelism.

6. Helpthem seehow important itisfor believersto bebuilding significant relationships
and hedthy friendshipswith non-bdlievers, whilestill maintainingagodly lifestyle.

7. Get them started on putting together their personal testimonies.

Evangdlismisanatura response of wanting totell othersabout the most important, exciting, andlife
changingrelationshipinour life.

Example: When onegetsengaged, notice how excited they get intelling othersabout their fiancé.
Scriptura Explandtions:

Luke1:1-4, John 20:30-31
The Gospel sarewritten recordstelling others about Jesus Christ. Gospel literally means® Good News”.

Luke24:45-49
Christ instructsthe apostles that repentance and theforgiveness of sinsisto bepreached to all the nations.

Luke19:10
Explains® Sonof Man”, Christ’s purposefor coming.

Il Corinthians5:14-15
Explainsthat theloveof Christisour motivation and that our purposefor livingisno longer for our self but
for Him, Christ.

Matthew 28:19-20 - The Great Commission

Thispassage explains God'sor Christ’'scommand to all of usto makedisciples.

Note: Evangelismisamajor aspect of the process. (Baptizing isapublictestimony of our trusting Christ.
Themagor command (animperative) isto*“ makedisciples’, and the aspectsof thisprocess, baptizing and
teaching (to obey), are participles or aspects of the command.

*Notethe promisethat follows. (I amwithyouaways.)




Romans10:13-17
Explain the passage, or havethem read and explainit to you.

|l Timothy 4:1-5
Explain the passage or havethem read and explainit toyou.

| Corinthians15:1-5
(Havethemread and explain)
Paul summarizesthe main pointsof the Gospel .

Romans9:1-3
Notice: Paul’sburdenfor thelsradlites.
Ask themif they haveaburdenfor any individual or group of peoplethey would liketo seecometo Christ.

Romans10:1-4
Paul’s prayer and desirefor thelost.
Ask themif God hasput anyoneon their heart to pray for.(Sharewho you' re praying for.)

Ephesians6:19-20
Explain that many timeswe, too, need to pray for boldness. Sharewith them your personal experienceas
you explainthispassage.

Colossans4:2-6
Explain passage. Show how important:
1. Prayeris
2. God opening opportunities
3. Wisdom onwhat to say
4. Our personal conduct
5. How to respond to each person

| Peter 3:15
Explan:
1. Sanctify ChristasLord
2. Alwaysbeing ready
3. With gentlenessand respect

[l Corinthians5:14-21
Explain thispassage viadiscuss on and questions and have them explain what it meansto be an ambassador
for Chrigt.

Acts26

Notethat Paul shareshow he cameto Christ in hisdefense beforeAgrippa.
1. Shareyour story (testimony)
b. Help them get started in putting their story or testimony together.



APPOINMENT VI: BALANCINGOURWALK ORPUTTINGITALL TOGETHER
Objectives.

1. Toclarify that the Christian lifeismorearelationship with Jesus Christ thana
bunch of religiousactivities

2. Todemonstrate how to maintain balancein the Christian lifeand put together
thefour talk appointmentsthrough thewheel diagram

3. Toprovidepractical principlesfor growingin Christ

4. To show how God changesusfrom theinside out

5. Toprovidetoolsand motivation for adaily quiet time

l. Your relationshipwith God islike any relationship (4 spokes of thewhedl)

Introduction
1. Think about therelationship you havewith your girlfriend/boyfriend, best
friend, mom dad, etc.

2. What would your relationship belikeif you never talked with each other for a
whole year?

3. What would your relationship belikeif did al thetalking when you got
together?’

4. Howwouldit beif youdid al thetalking?

5. Communicationisimportant inany relationship. Itisatwo-way street. The

sameistrue of our relationship with Christ. We need to let Him communicate

with us, and we need to communicate with Him. How isthisdone?

A. God communicateswith us- the Bible (Appt. I1)

B. Wecommunicatewith God - Prayer (Appt. I11)

Two-way communication was essential for you and (nameof
friend) to develop arelationship.
If boyfriend/girlfriend: Let'snow assumethat youand aregetting
fairly seriousand are seeing each other quite often. Do you think it would be
safeto assumethat after awhile you would get to know 'sfriendsand
family? Asyou spend timewith 'sfriendsand family, youwill learn
more about

Thisisasotruein our relationship with Christ. Aswe spend timewith others
who know Christ, welearn more about Christ through them. Thisiscalled
fellowship.

C. Spendingtimewithfellow Christians- fellowship (Appt. 1V)
After seeing alot and redizing that you' reexcited about this
relationship, do you think that you would tell others about thisspecial friend
and your relationship? Inthe same way, aswe grow closer to Christ and are

excited about our relationship with Him, wetell other so that they can know
Christ personally.

D. Sharing about Christ - witnessing (Appt. V)
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PUTTINGITALL TOGETHER-- THEWHEEL

I1. A. “Let’sput thisall together and see how it develops practically in our lives through what | call the
wheedl diagram.”

B. Draw the hub of awheel. “Just asthe driving force in awheel comes from the hub, so the power
to live the Christian life comes from Jesus Christ, the center. Helivesin usin the person of the
Holy Spirit, whose expressed purpose isto glorify Christ.” Write “Christ” in the hub of the wheel
as you explain the wheel diagram to the person. Do the same for each part of the wheel asyou
explainit.

C. Therimrepresentsthe Christian responding to Christ through whol ehearted, day-by-day
obedienceto Him. Put “The Obedient ChristianinAction” intherim.

D. Review briefly theearlier gppointmentsthrough thewhed diagram, fillingineach
spoke asyou cover each point.

OBEDIENT CHRISTIAN

1. Christisinthecenter of our life. Our relationship 5
isdeveloped with Him through, first of al, God R
speaking to us, and that comesthrough studying ﬁ ?h”ippians 167
God'sWord aswereviewed earlier in Matt. 4:4-11. Galatians 2:20 | E | | Thess. 5:17
TheWord isour spiritual food, aswell asour sword don 1557 | R | Coossians 1920

for spiritua battle. Itisthefoundational spokefor
effective Chrigtianliving (e.g. Matt. 4:4 and
Il Timothy 3:15-17).

TN

FELLOWSHIP CHRIST | _SHARING CHRIST |
Hebrews 3:13 Romans 1:16
Hebrews 10:24-25 — | Peter 3:15
Romans 12:3-5

2. Prayer isour second important talk or spoke.
Itisustalking to God, sharing about thelivesto Him.
Through thisdirect communication, we acknowledge
our dependence, telling Him about our needs, our life,
and interceding for others, aswegrow andtrustin
Him.(e.g. Phil. 4:6-7,1 Thess. 5:17, Col. 1:9-10)

Matthew 4:4
Il Tim. 3:16-17

IN ACTION

3. Thevertical spokespoint to our relationship with God. Asaresult of these, wea so have
horizontal spokesinour lives. Our relationshipswith people- believersthrough Chrigtian fellowship, and
non-believers, through sharing with them about Christ.

4. Our left spoke might be labeled fellowship, the gathering together of
Christians to encourage each other as described in Heb.10:24-25, Heb.3:13, Romans 12:3-5.

5. Our right spoke might be labeled sharing about Christ. The first three spokes prepare us for
passing on to others all that we have received from the Lord. Remember | Peter 3:15.

E. Discuss what would happen to the wheel and its operation if one of the components were missing

or uneven (hub, rim spokes). Relate that to the Christian life and how smooth/well it would go
without full spokes, rim, and hub in action.
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[1l. TIME,ADVERSITY,AND SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD (SeeAdsit p. 204-208)
A. WriteTime, Adversity and Sovereignty of God on the paper.

B. “Thereissomething e seyou should know. Spiritua growthisjust like
physica growthinmany ways. Spiritual growth takestime, isenhanced by
adversity, and is sovereignly directed by God.”

1. Time
a. Thereareno short cuts.
b. GodtakesHistime.
. Quality requirestime.
d. Complexity requirestime.
e. Bepatient. Timewill pass

2. Adversity
a Adversity enhancesgrowth.
b. Expect both good and bad.
c. Nopain-nogain.

3. Sovereignty of God

a. Godisawaysincontrol (Jeremiah 29:11, | Corinthians10:13)
b. God knows, evenif wedon't.

V. GOD CHANGESUSFROM THE INSIDEOUT

A. Explainthat whenwereceive Christ, John 1:12, Christ comesinto the core of
our being, often referred to as our heart or spirit.

B. Philippians2:13
Christ then worksin our heart, in concert with the Holy Spirit workingin our
spirit.

C. Ephesans3:16-17

Paul praysherefor theinterna work of god through the Holy Spirit and the
love of Christ.

D. Hebrews4:12 talks about how God usesthe Word to change usfromthe
insideout, “it penetrateseven to dividing soul and spirit”.

Theillustration on the next pageisan attempt to show how God worksfrom the
inside out. He starts at the core of our being, “heart or spirit”, and aswe respond to
Hiswork through our inner workings, (the soul-ish part of mankind made up of
intellect, will, and emotion, which isour second layer) itismanifested in our
third layer, our actions.



Actions

Intellect

Soul: Intellect
Will
Emotions

Heart
or
Spirit

Emotion

God changesusfromtheinsideout.

Matthew 23:25-26, Psalm 51:10, Psalm 119:9-11, | Samual 16:7, Romans 8:26-27

V. REVIEW

A. “Inclosing, remember that Christianity isarelationship with the person of
Christ - being achild of Hisasdescribed in John 1:12, and responding to His
lovefor us demonstrated to us by His death, as described for usin
| Corinthians 13:4-7".

B. “Chrigtianity isalovereationship with Jesus Christ and not areligionwitha

bunch of do’sand don’'ts. God does, however, desire usto be obedient to

Him, but it comesfrom our responseto Hislove, trusting Him that He want
our best (i.e, faith).”

C. God changesusfromtheinsideout.

V1. DAILY QUIET TIME

A. When finishing thisappointment, suggest and encouragetheindividua to
haveatimewiththeLord each day. Tell himthisisoften caleda®quiet
time”.

B. Suggest atimedot of about 20 minutes. Spend thistimepartly in prayer
(talking to God) and partly in Bible study (God talks back).



C. Encourage him/her to start in the book of John. Explainthat it focuseson
Christ and iseasy to understand. Suggest a chapter or two aday and look for
applicationsto him/her personally—e.g., “How doesthisapply tomy life?’ or
“What does this mean to me?’

D. Next, suggest theimportance of finding aplacewherehe/shewon’t be
distracted, like adorm room or quiet lounge.

E. Hand him/her theworksheet, explaining that it will be helpful inreviewing
what was discussed. Put down aspecific timethat you two will meet again.

VI. CLOSING

A. Thank him/her for thetime and get feedback on your timetogether. Ask
him/her if he/she hasany questions. Don’'t be afraid to express excitement and
enthusiasm aslong asitisnatural, not artificial.



DEVELOPING OUR RELATIONSHIPWITH GOD

Communicationisimportantinany relationship Itisatwo-way street.

BIBLE - God CommunicatesWith Us
Read 1| Timothy 3:15-17

1. What canthe Bibledo for us?

2. God usesthe Bibleto speak specially to us. What does Romans 8:28 say?

3. What does God say about the bad thingsthat happen to us?

PRAYER - How | talk to God
Read Philippians4:6-7

1. What doesthe phrase* be anxiousfor nothing” mean?

2. What'stheresult if wetalk to God about everythingin our lives? (vs. 7)

Prayer isapersonal, casual conversation with God about al that goesoninour lives, both good and bad.

FELLOWSHIP- Spending TimeWith Fellow Christians

Aswe spend moretimewith otherswho know Christ, welearn moreabout Christ through them.

Hebrews 10:24-25



SHARE CHRIST - Asyou grow closeto Christ, you are excited about him and want to tell others
1. What does| Peter 3:15 say?

a. Set apart Christinyour hearts (refersto our walk)

b. Beprepared to give an answer (ableto shareabout our faith)

c¢. With gentlenessand respect (refersto our attitude toward people)

2. Luke15:8-10

Notice God'sgreat joy when someone comesto Christ.

Chrigtianity isaloverelationship with Jesusand not areligion with abunch of do’sand don'ts.

Read Il Corinthians5:14



ACTION PLAN

1. Develop aPrayer List

2. Beginreading John

3. Set aside time each day
to pray and learn more
about God through the Bible
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APPOINTMENT VII: EXPERIENCING GOD’SLOVE & FORGIVENESS
Objectives:

1. To show we can have daily fellowship with God
2. To show how to maintain daily fellowship with God
3. To establish afoundation for later explaining the ministry of the Holy Spirit

|. THREE KINDS OF PEOPLE (I Corinthians 2:14-3:3)

A. Ask the person you' re following-up to read | Corinthians 2:14-3:3 and pick
Out 3 people. Diagram and label each “man”.

1. Natural man (vs. 14): “ The man without the Spirit
does not accept the things that come from the Spirit
of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he

cannot understand them, because they are spiritually ~— naura man  spiritul man  camal man
discerned.” Thisisapersonin hisnatural state—

without Christ. His own nature or Self is*“on the throne”, ruling his’her

decisions, desires, etc. Christ ison the outside of hig’'her life.

2. Spiritual man (vs. 15-16): “ The spiritual man makes judgments about all
things, but he himself is not subject to any man’s judgment.. .but we have
the mind of Christ.” Thisisthe person who has asked Christ into hig/her
life and has Him on the throne, ruling his/her desires, decisions, etc. The
old sinful nature or Self is still present but not in control.

3. Carnal man (vs. 3:1-3): “ Brothers, | could not address you as spiritual but
asworldly—mereinfantsin Christ...” the word “carnal” means “flesh”
just as “carnivorous’ means “flesh-eating”. This personisa

carnal/worldly/fleshly Christian—i.e., he or she has asked Christ into his
or her life, but he or sheisnot allowing Christ to rule. Christ is still present
in this person’slife, but He is not on the throne. Decisions, desires, etc. are
based on Self. (Note that “flesh” spelled backwards without the “h” is“self”).

B. Spend time talking about the characteristics (outward & inward) of each man.

For example, the “carnal man”

1. may be immora

2. may betrying to live the Christian life in his own efforts

3. may be going against what he knows God wants him to do in less obvious
areas.

4. may only be partially yielded to Christ

5. may “grieve the Holy Spirit” (Eph. 4:30) by doing things he knows God
doesn’t want him to do

C. Compare and contrast the three types of “man”. For example, outwardly, the
natural and carnal man may be identical.

VIl -1



1. HOUSE DIAGRAM (Also see booklet called “My Heart Christ'sHome")

The purpose of thisillustration is to show that God wants to be a part of every aspect
of our lives.
A. Draw ahouse with severa rooms. Label them family room, study,

bedroom, kitchen, etc. Be sureto call one room the “party” or “play”

room, and one room “prayer room” or “prayer closet”.

B. Explain that this home represents our lives, with each room being a Study Bedroom
different aspect. For example, the “family room” represents one’'s Prayer
relationship with one’s family. The “play room” isone’s leisure
time. The “study” isone's study and classtime. The “prayer room” | Playroom |  Family
represents one's spiritual activities—i.e., prayer life, church,
Sunday Schooal, etc.

C. Tdl your young Christian that God wants to be a part of everything we do, every
aspect of our lives. He wants and lovesto help us.

D. Explain that the carnal man has Christ in his house but has shut him into the
prayer room. Heisn't alowing Christ into the other rooms or areas of hisor her
life.

E. Explain that there are some rooms that you are not allowing Christ to be in —that
is, areas of your life that you are not entrusting to Him. You may not realize this
at first. Asyou grow closer to Him, He makes you aware of these parts of your
life. When He does, let Him have access to those rooms, or trust those areas of
your lifeto His care and control.

SIN CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

A. Definition of sin— Go over these verseson sin.
1. Romans 14:23 — Whatever is not of faithissin.
2. Hebrews 11:6 — Without faith, it isimpossible to please God.
3. Isaiah 64:6

B. Sinisdoing what we want instead of what God wants, in both attitude and action.

C. Basisfor forgivenessof sin
1. Read John 1:29. Ask “Why did Jesus come?’ (to take away sin)
2. Read Colossians 2:13.
a. How many of your sinsdid Christ forgive when He died for you? (al)
b. What about those sins you haven’t done yet, like those you will do
next year? (He died for those, t00.)
Has He forgiven you for those already? (yes)
Point out that if He hadn’t, then He would have to continue to come back
todie.
5. Read 2 Corinthians 5:21. Christ had no sin of His own, so Heis ableto
pay for ours.

~w
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6. Hebrews 10:10-17

a. First explain that Jews gave yearly sacrificesfor sin asasign of the
coming Messiah. (The offering of sacrificesis explained moreinvs. 1-10.)
Invs. 10-17, we see that Christ came to take away our sins.

. Explain what “ sanctify” means. (to set apart for Holy use)

Ask “By whose sacrifice are we sanctified?’ (vs. 10 — Jesus')

. “By thissacrifice, what did He do?’ (vs. 14 —took away all sin)

. “How long did the sacrifice cover sin?’ (vs. 14 —for all time)

oo T

7. Transition to next topic: Now the question arises, “Why can't | go out and sin
al I want? | am already forgiven, aren't 17”7 How would you answer that?

D. Why we can't sin habitually
1. Read 2 Corinthians 5:17 —We are new creatures.
2. | Corinthians 2;16 — We have the mind of Christ
3. Because we have a new nature.
a. “Husband-wife’ analogy: If awife says she'll love her husband no matter
what he does, what would be his reaction? Because of her love, he would
want to please her. Our reaction towards God should be the same. Since

He loves us so much, we will not want to sin against Him because of our
love for Him.

4. Because we don’t want to break fellowship with Him.

a. We don’'t want to sin so we can enjoy fellowship with God and
experience the abundant life.

b. We are eternally forgiven, but we may not be experiencing the
forgiveness on a day-by-day basis. We may feel guilty in some way.

5. Transition: God loves us so much that He wants us to enjoy constant
fellowship with Him. So, He has provided away for us to deal with sin and
guilt.

a. Ask, “How do we remedy the problem of being out of fellowship with
God?" “How do we deal with sin?" “What do you do?’

E. Confession — Confession is how we maintain fellowship with God.
1. 1 John 1:9
a. We need to confess sin to God. The context is fellowship, and thus,

thisverse is describing experiential forgiveness. We are already
totally, legally forgiven before God.

b. “What does confess mean?’ (It means to agree or say the same thing that
God says about sin.)

c. “What does God say about sin?’ (It isdispleasing to Him athoughiit is
forgiven aready.)

d. Thus, confession isasincere heart expression of these two elements to God.
Real confession involves:

i. Agreeing with God that what you did was sin and displeasing to
Him
ii. Repentance — a change in attitude and action toward that sin
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2. Arewe forgiven because we confess? (no)

3. Then why confess?
a. To restore fellowship with God from our side

b. To remind us of our forgiveness so we can experience what is already
true of usin God’s sight

4. God isn't interested in specia words, but in sincerity of heart.
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EXPERIENCING GOD’SLOVEAND FORGIVNESS

|. THREE KINDS OF PEOPLE (I Corinthians2:14-3:3)
A. Read | Corinthians 2:14-3:3 and noticethethreekinds of people:

1. Natural Man (vs. 14): “ The man without the spirit does not accept the

things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him and he cannot
under stand them, becausethey are spiritually discerned.” Thisisapersoninhisnatura
state—without Christ. Hisown nature of Self is* onthethrone,” ruling his’her decisions,
desires, etc. Christisontheoutsideof his/her life.

2. Spiritual Man (vs. 15-16): “ The spiritual man makes judgment...but we have the
mind of Christ.” Thisisthe personwho hasasked Christ into higher lifeand hasHimon
thethrone, ruling his’her desires, decisions, etc. Theold sinful natureor Self istill present
but not in control.

3. Carna Man (vs. 3:1-3): “ Brothers, | could not addressyou as spiritual
but asworldly - mereinfantsin Christ...” Theword*“carnal” means
“flesh” just as” carnivorous’ means*flesh-eating”. Thispersonisa
carna/worldly/fleshly Chrigtian-i.e., heor shehasasked Christ into hisor

her life, but heor sheisnot alowing Christtorule. Christisstill present
inthisperson’slife, but Heisnot onthethrone. Decisions, desires, etc.

are based on Sdif.

B. Think about the characteristics (outward & inward) of each man. For
example, the*carnal man.”
may beimmora
may betryingtolivethe Christianlifeinhisown efforts
maly be going against what he knows God wantshimto doinlessobviousareas
may beonly partially yielded to Christ
may “grievetheHoly Spirit” (Ephesians4:30) by doing thingsheknows God doesn't
want himto do

abshowbdpE

Now write down 3 or 4 characteristicsthat describethe” natura man” and the* spiritual
Natura Man

AW
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Spiritud Man

AW

Compare and contrast thethreetypesof “man”. For example, outwardly the natural man
and the carnal manmay beidentical.

Il. HOUSE DIAGRAM
Thepurposeof thisillustrationisto show that God wantsto beapart of every aspect of our lives.

A. Draw ahousewith severa rooms. Label them family room, study, bedroom, kitchen, etc. Be
sureto call oneroomthe*party” or “play” room, and oneroomthe* prayer” room or “prayer
clost”.

B. Understand that thishomerepresents our lives, with each room being adifferent aspect. For
example, the"family” room representsone’srelationship with one' sfamily. The®play” roomis
one'sleisuretime. The“study” isone'sstudy and classtime. The* prayer” room represents
one' sspiritua activities—e.g., prayer life, church, Sunday schooal, etc.

C. God wantsto beapart of everything we do, every aspect of our lives. Helovesusand wants
tohelpus.

D. TheCarnad man has Christ in hishouse but has shut himinto the prayer room. Heisn't alowing
Christinto the other roomsor areasof hisor her life.

E. Thereare someroomsthat you are not allowing Christ tobein—that is, areas of your lifethat
you are not entrusting to Him. You may not redlizethisat first. Asyou grow closer toHim, He
makesyou aware of these partsof your life. When Hedoes, let Him have accessto those
rooms, or trust those areas of your lifeto Hiscareand control.
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[11. SIN, CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

A. Definition of Sin —Read and summarizethefollowing verses:
1. Romansi14:23

2. Hebrews11:6

3. Isaah64:6

Sinisdoing what wewant instead of what God wants, in both attitude and action.

B. Basisfor Forgivenessof Sin
1. ReadJohn1:29. Why did Jesuscome?

2. ReadColossians2:13
a. How many of your sinsdid Christ forgivewhen Hedied for you?

b. What about those sinsyou haven’t doneyet, likethose you will do next year?
HasHeforgivenyoufor those?

If He hadn't, then Hewould haveto continueto come back to die.

Read Il Corinthians5:21. Christ had no sin of Hisown, so Hewasableto pay for

ours.

5. Hebrews10:10-17

a. Jewsgaveyearly sacrificesfor snasasign of thecoming Messiah (the offering
of sacrificesisexplainedmorein  vs. 1-10). Invs. 10-17 we seethat
Christ cameto takeaway our sins.

b. Inversel0it statesthat “we have been made holy”, which meansto set apart
for holy use.

c. Bywhosesacrificearewemadeholy?(vs.10)

A~ w

d. By thissacrifice, what did Hedo? (vs.14)

e. Howlongdidthesacrificecover sn?(vs.14)

C. Now thequestion arises, Why can’t | goour and sin all | want?
1. Readll Corinthians5:17

2. | Corinthians2:16

3. Romans8:4
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ACTION PLAN

Lesson Three

1. Listal your lifeactivitiesin the house model.
2. Listthingsthat may distract your walk.
3. Pray for your fivefriendsthat don’t know God.

4. Invite one personto achurch activity thisweek or set asdetimeto
spend with them.

5. Makeadatewith God. Set asideaspecial timeto get away with God.
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HOW TO BE FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT
I. Whoisthe Holy Spirit?
A. The Holy Spirit is aperson with a personality

1. Intellect -1 Corinthians 2:11

2. Emotion - Ephesians 4:30

3. Will -1 Corinthians 12:11

B. The Holy Spirit is God, equal with God the Father and God the Son

Matthew 28:19

1. Eternal - Hebrews 9:14

2. Omniscient - John 16:13-14

3. Omnipotent - Genesis 1.2

C. Trinity

3 distinct peopl All are distinct
but all one God but have the same

FAQER S;\‘ SoLip Liquip
Gop \ HO /
2
HoLy SpiRiT VAPOR (GAS)

I1. Holy Spirit'sRolein our lives

Why did the Holy Spirit come? How can we allow the Spirit to empower usto live the
Christian life?

A.|FLESH| Galatians 5:19-21 SPIRIT |Galatians 5:22-23
Man has a basic sinful nature: It'sthe Holy Spirit’sjob to produce
our fruit.
NOW THE PROBLEM
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FLESH SPIRIT

B. Galatians 5:17

Lo

What does the flesh do?
What does the spirit do?
3. What isthe result?

N

Galatians 5:16

1. What isthe solution?
2. What isthe result?

This does not mean you will not have temptation, but you will have the power to
resist it.

C. Holy Spirit'sjob

1. One becomes a Christian through the ministry of the Holy Spirit.
Summarize John 3:1-8

2. TheHoly Spirit dwells with the new Christian.

John 1:12

Colossians 2:9,10

John 14: 16,17

THOUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT DWELLSINALL CHRISTIANS, NOT ALL
ARE FILLED, DIRECTED AND EMPOWERED BY THE SPIRIT.

3. Source of the overflowing life - John 7: 37-39

4. Holy Spirit glorifies Christ - John 16:5-15

5. Holy Spirit allows us to be witnesses for him - Acts 1:1-9
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D. How can | befilled with the Holy Spirit?
1. By faith (entrusting ourselvesto God's purposes and direction)
2. Sincerely desireto be directed and empowered by the Holy Spirit

M atthew 5:6

John 7:37-39

3. Confessyour sins.
4. Present all areas of your lifeto God.
5. By faith, claim the fullness of the Holy Spirit according to scripture.

Ephesians 5:17,18

| John 5:14,15
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ACTION PLAN

1. Develop your personal testimony
2. Share your faith with one person this week

3. Pick out one Bible verse that you want to live by and
make your “life verse’.

4. Pray that you will be filled with the Holy Spirit.
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APPOINTMENT VIII: HOW TO BE FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT

Objectives:
1. Toanswer the following questions:
a. WhoistheHoly Spirit?
b. Why did He come?
c. How can aperson befilled with the Holy Spirit?

2. To givethe person an opportunity to pray to be filled with the Holy Spirit
3. To help the person to know how he can be sure that he/she isfilled

I. INTRODUCING THE HOLY SPIRIT

A. Do you remember that last time we talked about confession? Today | want to talk about the
third person of the Trinity—the Holy Spirit.

B. Inspiteof the fact that the Holy Spirit is said to play an important role in the life of the
Christian, most Christians don’t understand:

1. Who the Holy Spiritis
2. Why the Holy Spirit came

3. How we can allow the Holy Spirit to empower usto live the Christian life

. WHO ISTHE HOLY SPIRIT?

(For the sake of time, you may want to list these verses rather than look them up together.)

A. The Holy Spirit is a person.
1. Notan“it”

2. He possesses the attributes of personality.
a. Intellect

i. I Corinthians 2:11 — knows the thoughts of God
Ii. Acts 13:2 — Holy Spirit said
b. Emotion (Ephesians 4:30 — Holy Spirit can be grieved.)
c. WiI (I Corinthians 12:11 — Holy Spirit determines.)
3. Every human person has these attributes. The Holy Spirit has them, too.

B. TheHoly Spirit is God.

1. Co-equa with God the Father and God the Son (Matthew 28:19)
2. Heiscalled God (1 Corinthians 3:16-17, Acts 5:3-4, John 15)

C. The Holy Spirit has the attributes of Delity.

1. Eternal (Hebrews 9:14)
2. Omniscient — All knowing (John 16:13-14)
3. Omnippresent — All present (Genesis 1:2)
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D. TheTrinity
The Trinity can never be fully explained because of our finite brains, but give your
new Christian a basic grasp of the concept.
1. Read Genesis 1:26. Here God isreferred to in plural form. FaTHER  Son
2. Draw the diagram at theright. NS
Explain that although there are 3 distinct persons, Gop
they are all one God. |
3. Usethefollowing analogy to clarify. Soup  Ligu Howy SeiriT
a. What forms does water exist in? N\ /
b. Which of these is water? H,0
c. All arewater. They are distinct, but have

the same essence or essential nature. Vapor (Gas)
4. The 3 parts of an egg (shell, yolk and white/albumen) is another analogy for
the Trinity.

[11.HOLY SPIRIT"'SROLE IN OURLIVES
A. Now we're going to answer the questions:
1. Why did the Holy Spirit come?
2. How we can allow the Holy Spirit to empower usto live the Christian life?

e ®®
1. Do you remember the last time we talked about three kinds of people?

2. Do you remember what they were? natural - spiritudl - carmal men
3. Do you think that you can draw the circles that describe each type of person?

4. On what basis does the natural man make decisions?

5. On what basis does the spiritual man make decisions?

6. On what basis does the carnal man make decisions?

C. Conflict of the flesh and the Spirit
Thisisa very important section. Go over it slowly.

1. Remember that ‘carnal’ means “fleshly”. Carnal has the same root that makes
up the word “carnivorous’ or flesh-eating.”
2. TheFlesh
a Write FLESH inside of a box FLESH
b. Read Galatians 5:19-21
c. Not a pretty picture, huh? Man has abasic selfish nature, and he triesto
hide it by building around it a fagcade of social acceptability or

responsibility.”
3. The Spirit
a. Next to the Flesh box, draw a SPIRIT box. SPIRIT

b. Read Galatians 5:22-23
c. What are these qualities called?
d. Why isfruit singular?
e. Oneway to tell if you are in the Spirit or Fleshiisto look at the fruit of the Spirit. If
one of the characteristicsisnot in your life at that moment, you are operating in the flesh.
f. Whose job isit to produce the fruit? (The Holy Spirit’s)
0. Thereisaproblem, however. Even though we have the Holy Spirit, the
Flesh is not automatically canceled out.”
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4. The Spirit vs. the Flesh

a Read Galatians 5:17
Draw arrows between the 2 boxes. FLESH SPIRIT

b.
c. What does the Flesh do? (Wars against the Spirit)
d. What does the Spirit do? (Wars against the Flesh)
e. What isthe result? (We don’t do the things that we want to do)
f. Read Romans 7:15-25. Talk about how Paul had the same struggle inside of
him.
5. The Solution

a. Read Galatians 5:16

b. What is the solution to all of this? (Walk in the Spirit)

c. We need to be dependent on God. We must entrust ourselves to the Holy Spirit.

d. What is the result of walking in the Spirit? (We don't carry out the desires

of the Flesh.)
e. We either walk in the Flesh or in the Spirit. There is no middle ground.
f. Thisdoesn't mean that you won’t have temptation, but you’ Il have power

to not carry it out.

V. HOLY SPIRIT'SFUNCTION

A. One becomes a Christian through the ministry of the Holy Spirit according to John 3:1-8.
1. From the moment of spiritual birth, the Christian isindwelt by the Holy Spirit
at al times (John 1:12, Colossians 2:9-10, John 14:16-17).
2. However, although al Christians are indwelt by the Holy Spirit, not all Christians are
filled (directed & empowered) by the Holy Spirit.

B. TheHoly Spirit isthe source of the overflowing life (John 7:37-39).

C. TheHoly Spirit cameto glorify Christ and exemplify Christ’s character (John 16:5-15).
When oneisfilled with the Holy Spirit, heis atrue disciple of Christ.

D. InHislast command before His ascension, Christ promised the power of the Holy Spirit to
enable us to be witnesses for Him (Acts 1:1-9).
V. HOW CAN ONE BE FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT?

A. Wearefilled (directed & empowered) be the Holy Spirit by faith (entrusting ourselvesto
God's purposes and direction).

B. You can appropriate the filling or control of the Holy Spirit now or at any time by:
1. Sincerely desiring to be directed and empowered by the Holy Spirit
(Matthew 5:6, John 7:37-39).

2. Confessing your sins. By faith, thank God that He has forgiven al of your sins—past,
present and future because Christ died for you (Colossians 2:13-15, | John 1,
| John 2:1-3, Hebrews 10:1-17).

3. Present al areas of your life to God (Romans 12:1-2).
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. By faith, claim the fullness of the Holy Spirit according to the command and Promise of
Scripture.
a. His command — Be filled with the Spirit (Ephesians 5:17-18)
b. His promise — Thisis the confidence we have in approaching God:
That if we ask anything according to hiswill, he hearsus. And if we know that he hears
us—whatever we ask—\\e know that we have what we asked of him. (I John 5:14-15)

i. Hewill always answer when we pray according to HisWill. His command to be
filled is His Will. Thus, when we pray to filled, we'refilled!

. Our faith is often expressed through prayer (talking to God).

When we desire or recognize the need to give control of our lifeto God (the Holy Spirit), all we
need to do is express this through prayer by simply asking Him to take control and direct our
lives.

. Asking the Lord to fill you with the Holy Spirit is something every Christian needs to do every
day, al thetime.

. Review Steps 1-4.

V1. MAKING SURE THAT YOU HAVE COMMUNICATED ACCURATELY.

A. “Canyou say right now that you are filled with the Spirit?’

1. If they say “yes’, ask them how they know for sure. Review if they can’t answer clearly.
2. If they say that they are not, ask them if they’d like to be. Then both of you pray to be
filled.
3. If they say that they are unsure, ask them if they’ d like to be sure. Then show them how.
4. Remind them not to depend upon feelings, but the promises of God’s Word to know that
they arefilled.
a. Our confidence is based on our trustworthiness of God Himself and His Word
(Hebrews 11:6).
b. Remind them of the “train” illustration: You might not feel different, but trust in the
fact that you arefilled.
c. Remember, being filled is avolitional choice, not some emotional experience.
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PNEUMATOLOGY
(TheDoctrineof theHoly Spirit)

In hisbook, TheHoly Spirit, Edward Bickersteth writes, “ No one can read the Old and New Testaments
without being aware of theindicationsof amighty mysteriousBeing called the Spirit of God or the Spirit of
Jehovah.” Theuseof symbolssuch asbregath, wind, power, fire, oil and water would tend to suggest that
thisBeingisimpersonal —but it isthe evidence of theword of God that HeisaPerson, amember of the
Godhead, and distinguished from the Father and the Son.

1. ThePersonality of theHoly Spirit
a.  Hepossessessuch qualitiesasonly aperson can possess (intelligence, affection, will)
Hisknowledge - | Corinthians2:10-11

Hislove - Romans 15:30
Hismind - Romans8:27
Hiswill - | Corinthians12:11
Hisgrief - Ephesians4:30

b. Heperformssuchactionsasonly aperson can perform
Hecreates - Job 33:4; Isaiah 40:13; John 3:5
Hesdtrives - Genesis6:3

Heconvictstheworld - John16:8
Hepeformsmiracles - Ezekiel 3:12-14; Acts2:4
Hecaused Mary

toconceive  -Lukel:35
Heinspiredthe

sacredwriters - Il Peter 1:21
Hespeaksexpresdy -1 Timothy 4:1; Revelation 2.7

Heappoints -Acts20:28
Hecommandsand

forbids -Acts8:29; 11:12
Heteaches, comforts

guides - John 14:26
Hebearswitness - Romans8:15

c. TheHoaly Spiritiscapableof suffering asonly aperson can suffer.
Hecan bevexed - Isaiah 63:10
Hecanbegrieved - Ephesians4:30
He can be blasphemed —Mark 3:29
Hecanbeliedagainst -Acts5:3,9
Hecan beinsulted - Hebrews 10:29; Acts 7:51

d. TheHoly Spiritiscalled another Comforter andisdesignated by the use of personal
pronouns—another Comforter (of the samekind) —John 14:16; 14:26; 15:26
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1. TheOld Testament History of theHoly Spirit.

Heisinvolvedin creation (Genesis 1:2; Psalm 104:30), and in theflood He striveswith man. He
comesupon Moses(Numbers 11:17), Bezaleel (Exodus 31:2-3), Balaam (Numbers24.2. He
instructed Israel (Nehemiah 9:19-20); came upon Joshua, the son of Nun (Numbers 27:18);
ministered through the prophets (11 Chronicles 24:20), and they prophesi ed of the coming Messiah
whowill beanointed by the same Spirit (Isaiah 61:1).

2. TheHoly Spirit'sRdationshipto Christ:

Jesuswas born of the Spirit (Matthew 1:18-20)

Jesus grew and waxed strong in the Spirit (Luke 2:40)

Jesuswas baptized by the Spirit (Matthew 3:16-17; Mark 1:10-11; Luke 3:21-22;
John 1:32-33)

Jesuswas sedl ed by the Spirit (John 6:27)

Jesuswasled into thewilderness (Matthew 4:1)

Jesuswas anointed by the Spirit (Acts10:38; Luke 4:16-21)

Jesusministered inthe Spirit —evangelist, teacher, physician, Savior

Jesusoffered Himself by the Spirit (Hebrews9:14)

Jesuswasraised by the Spirit (Romans 1:4, 8:11; | Peter 3:18-19)

Jesusgivesgiftsthrough the Spirit (Ephesians4:8-12)

3. TheDeity of theHoly Spirit
a. DivinenamesaregiventoHim (Acts5:3,4; 11 Corinthians 3:18)
b. DivineattributesareascribedtoHim:
Eterndity - Hebrews9:14
Omnipresence - Psam 139:7-10
Omnipotence - Luke1:35
Omniscience - | Corinthians2:10-11; John 14:26
c. Divineworksareperformed by Him:

Cregtion - Psalm 104:30; Job 33:4
Imparting of

life - Romans8:11; John 3:3-8
Author of the Scriptures

- 11 Peter 1:21; Ephesians6:17; Hebrews 1:1
d. Heisassociated with the Godhead:
Inthedivinecommission (Matthew 28:19)
I nthe admini stration of the Church (1 Corinthians 12:4-6)
Inthe apostolic benediction (11 Corinthians 13:14)

4. ThePromiseand Advent of theHoly Spirit
a.  ThePromise
Old Testament - Joel 2:28-32
New Testament - John 7:37-39; 14:16-26; 15:26; 16:7-15; Actsl:4-8
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a TheAdvent: Acts2:1-21

Feast of Pentecost (Leviticus23:17)
2. TheMinigtry of theHoly Spirit to the Christian:
a. Toregenerate - John 3:3-8; Titus 3:5; Ephesians 2:1; | Peter 1:23;
John 6:63; James1:18
b. Toindwdl - John 14:16-17; | Corinthians 3:16; Galatians 4:6;
Romans8:9-11
c. Tosed - Ephesians1:13
d. Tointercede - Romans 8:26-27
e. Toteach - John 14:26; 16:13-14
f. Tocomfortandabide - John14:16-17
g Toempower -Acts 1:8; John 15: 26-27
h. Tominigeringifts - | Corinthians 12:14
i. Tobaptize - | Corinthians 12:13
Note: Thisbaptism hasto do with our beingidentified with thebody of Christ. Itis
positiond.
j. Tofill - Ephesians5:17-18

We are not commanded to seek the baptism of the Holy Spirit; wearetold to seek Hisfilling. Weare
exhorted toliveinthe Spirit and walk in the Spirit, i.e., to be controlled by the Spirit of God. Thefilling of
God's Spirit may beasovereign act of God, or theresult of our yiel dedness and obedience.

3. TheMinistry of theHoly Spirit tothe Unbeliever. John 16:7-11—"when Heiscome, (unto you) He
will...”
a. Convicttheworldof sin(thesinof unbelief) Acts2:36-38
b. Convicttheworld of their need of righteousness, whichisChrist alone (Romans 10:1-13)
c. Convict theworldthat the prince of thisworld hasbeen judged.

“TheComforter inevery part of histhreefold work glorifiesChrist. Inconvincing usof the
sinof not believing on Chrigt. Inconvincing usof righteousness, he convincesusof the
righteousnessof Chrigt, of that righteousnesswhichwasmade manifestin Christ goingtothe
Father, and which hereceived to bestow on all such asshould believeinhim. And, lastly, in
convincing of judgment, he convinces usthat the prince of theworld wasjudged inthelife
and death of Chrigt. Thus, throughout, Christ isglorified; and that which the Comforter
showstousrelatesinall partsto thelifeand work of the Incarnate Son of God.”

JuliusC. Hare
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WALKINGIN THE SPIRIT

Rom. 6:23

| Cor.
2:14-3:3

Rom. 12:1
Gal. 2:20

| Cor 3:5
Il Cor 13:5,6

Goal:

| John 3:1-2

&)

.21/
/
-/

I_

152:1

6:23

lians 2:14-3:3

12:1-2

s2:20

lians 3:3

hians 13:5,6

1-2

reyou?

you want to be?

Sin breaks fellowship with God.

FELLOWSHIP

Jrggﬁﬁiﬁgﬁg]a JN 1:9)

CHOICE: /

CONFESS OR
CONTINUE IN SIN

SPIRIT-FILLED EPH 5:15-20

RESTORES

—l HABIT Al
BONDAGE

FLESHLY OR CARNAL LIFESTYLE LEADS TO BONDAG

John 8:34

ROMANS 6:6-19 WA

Romans 6:16-22

| John 1:9

Ephesians 5:15-20

Romans 12:1-2

Galatians 2:20

What does it mean to continually present ourselvestc

Is commitment to Christ your #1 prioirty in life?



ACTION PLAN

1. Share the bridge with a non-Christian this week.

2. Involve yourself in something new this week that will allow
you to meet anew person. Who have you met this week?

3. List two or three people who have significantly influenced
your life and why.



APPOINTMENT IX: WALKINGIN THE SPIRIT

Objectives:

1. To explain to the person the challenge of growing in the Lordship of Christ.
2. To stress the place of maturity in the Christian life.

3. To solidify the concept of “spiritual breathing”.

CHRISTIAN LIFE DIAGRAM

A. Explain that you will be trying alot of things together today, especially the two aspects of

confession and being filled with the Spirit that you hit upon the last two weeks.
B. Show your new Christian the diagram below, explaining it and looking up the verses as you go.

ROM 12:1

@ GOAL:
1IN 3:1-2
1 COR 2:14-3:3 TCOR 3:1
ROM 6:23 2 COR 13:5,6
LIFE

DEATH @/‘\/‘Lﬂ[
1

EPH 2:1

1. Refer to the line dividing spiritual life and death. Draw the “natural man” below the line, and
read Ephesians 2:1, which talks about existing death.

2. Draw the person’s“lifeline”, crossing into life at the point of the cross. Read Romans 6:23.

3. Read | Corinthians 2:14-3:3 stressing that after a*“natural man” crossesinto life, he has two choices.

a. Draw out the carnal “lifeline”, explaining that although Christ (represented by the cross) isin
thelife, Christ is not empowering it.

b. Read Romans 12:1-2 and Galatians 2:20. Paul, in these two passages, is instructing us
how we continually need to entrust our lifeto the Lord. Explain that our life inevitably will
bring usto the point of confrontation between the Lord’s will and purpose and our own. This
is not a one-time decision but a series of decisions through all of life that we will need to
make, in whatever areathe Holy Spirit is convicting us about. Romans chapters 6 and 7
makes it clear that thisis an ongoing process and not a perfected state (See also | John 1:8).
A Christian’s growth, in other words, won't be a matter of perfect development but of
dealing with personal weakness and sin throughout our lives.

. GOD’ SPERFECT WILL

Draw the following diagram for your new Christian.

. Explain that the middle line represents God's perfect m

AN
. \/ -
will for our lives, and the outer lines are “conviction  gereer /‘W
points’. A Spirit-filled Christian will not always live N cowvicTian

according to the perfect will of God, but through faith, o

he will be able to stay within the “conviction points’. It isat these pointsthat God impresses us with the
need to turn back to Him. Failure to do so resultsin disobedience and carnality. Aswe mature, the
convictions points get closer to God's will.

Explain that the Christian walk is a maturing process based on faith and that maturity doesn’t come

immediately. Two analogies may help on this:

1. Everybody is born with the same number of muscles, but the greatest athletes have theirs more fully
developed. We Christians have all the faith that we need, but like our muscles, we need to develop it
more fully.
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2. Just asa 3 year old shouldn’t feel badly if he/she can’t run asfast asa 10 year old,
so ayounger Christian shouldn’t feel badly if he/sheisn’t as mature as Christians
who have been experiencing the Spirit-filled life for alonger period. Aswith the
3 year old, the important thing is that there is healthy development.

D. Finally, explain how dealing with sin immediately through confession is necessary for
healthy growth in the Christian life.

1. Spiritual Breathing: Go over a personal example of “spiritual breathing”:
a. A sincere desireto restore fellowship with God.
b. Confession whichis:
i. “A” = Agreeing with God concerning your sin
“B” = Not begging for forgiveness, but thanking Him for His
forgiveness
“C” = Change - an attitude of repentance
ii. Surrendering control to Christ.

2. Consequences and pattern of unconfessed sinin our life.
a. Using the following diagram, explain that sin breaks fellowship with God.

Unconfessed sin leads from a simple act to eventually a bondage to sin.

SPIRIT-FILLED EPH 6:15-20

FELLOWSHIP
RESTORES

—%} FELLOWSHIP (1 JN 1:9)
N’

CHOICE: 7 l HABIT
CONFESS OR _l
CONTINUE IN SIN BONDAGE

FLESHLY OR CARNAL LIFESTYLE LEADS TO BONDAGE - JOHN 8:34
ROMANS 6:6-19 WARNS US AGAINST THIS.

[1l. BACK TO CHRISTIAN LIFE DIAGRAM

A. Reread Romans 12:1-2 and Galatians 2:20.

B. Stressagain that Paul is talking about a continual presentation of our bodies and that heis
talking to people (“brothers’) who already know Christ.

C. Ask the new Christian what he thinks this means. Explain that thisis adescription of a
man (Paul) growing in the Lordship of Christ. In short, it's a commitment to make Christ
his#1 priority in life (to go anywhere, do or say anything, give away anything God wants
them to)

D. Ask them if they’ ve made the decision.

1. If they say “yes’, ask them to tell you about it.
2. If they say “no”, ask them if they think that they are ready. If so, encourage them
to do so--silently, later that day, out loud, or however they feel most comfortable.
3. If they say that they’ re not ready, look at Romans 12:2, stressing the idea that
“renewing their minds’ is the way to get to that point of commitment. Review
spending time with God.

E. Regardless of their previous answers, if they are open, challenge them to something you
feel will be most beneficia to them, like a Bible Study or attending Sunday School and
the morning service on aregular basis. (You need to know what you plan on
challenging them to before you meet.)
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|. FOUNDATION - The Church (local and universal) is...
A.
B.

C. Christisthe Head (Ephesians 4:15-16) and the “ called-out ones’ are the Body of Jesus
D.
E. Under proven leadership (I Timothy 3 and Titus 1)

APPOINTMENT X: THE CHURCH

Objectives:

1. To define the church Biblically ((local and universal)

2. To describe the essential relationships of an effective body, according to the New Testament
3. To outline the basic responsibilities of the church

To learn more about what a Biblical churchis, refer to the Acts of the Apostles and Paul’s |etters.

Not abuilding! Itisthe*called-out ones’. Those set apart by God. (I Cor. 1:1-3)
People from that area who are involved with the church versus people being sent in for
“aseason”’. The people arerooted in the community (Philippians. 1:1, Acts 20:17)

Led by the Power of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8)

1. ALL men—1don’t know why, but | am not going to question God or think that He means
“something different” because of the changesin our culture. Cultures change but God doesn'’t,
and these are very clear passages on how to set up a church and what the people in leadership of
overseersareto “look like or be”. (Think about it — all the apostles were men)

2. Definition of an Elder or Overseer: (I Timothy 3 and Titus 1)

a. Overseer (I Tim. 3:1) — 2175 episkopos = anyone who seeks the office of overseer;
exercising ones duties. (T Tim. 3:2 & Titus 1:7) = episkopos = to look or watch over

b. Elder (Titus 1:5& 6) — 4565 presbyteros = another term for the same person as bishop or
overseer (Acts20:17, 28). The term elder indicates the mature spiritual experience and
understanding of those so described; the term bishop or overseer indicates the character
of the work undertaken.

3. Characteristics of an Elder or Overseer (I Timothy 3, Titus 1)

Above reproach

Husband of one wife

Temperate

Self-controlled

Respectable

Hospitable

Able to Teach (not aresponsibility of a deacon)

Not given to much wine

Not violent but gentle

Not quarrelsome

Not alover of money

Manage his family well -l-
. Not arecent convert

Good reputation with outsiders

4, Summary In the Christian churches, those who, being raised up and qualified by the work of
the Holy Spirit, were appointed to have the spiritual care of and to exercise oversight over the
churches. The New Testament shows that these were to be set up in a plurality in each church.
(Acts14:23, 20:17, Phil. 1:1, 1 Tim. 5:17, Titus 1.5) *The duty of the Eldersis described by the
verb “episkope” (overseer). Elder and Overseer are the same with the elder being the name and
overseer stating what they do.

33-—.%--"-—'.3@ ~P Q0T



S.

6.

Family

Think about how a church is set up. We should be seeking “plurality of Godly |eadership-
run” churches and not a one person “Pastor-Run” or a* Congregational Run” church.
Definition of a Deacon (I Tim. 3:8-12) — 1356 diakonos = servant. Those who servein
churches. Viewsaservant in relationship to hiswork. (Seel Timothy 3 for
characteristics)

A. All members are to be involved (Romans 12:3-8, | Peter 4:10-11, | Corinthians 12:4-7). All have
at least one spiritual gift and needsto be exercising it within the body.

B. Cross-generational — Older Christians (men and women) teach younger Christians by word and
deed (I Peters 5:5, Titus 2:3-8, | Timothy 5:1-2)

C. Family Unit (Colossians 3:18-21, Ephesians 5:22-6:4): Striving for spiritual unity among the
believers of the church.

D. Importance of meeting together to encourage each other and keep our focus on Christ (Hebrews
12:24-25). Do not forsake the assemble of meeting together and think that you don’t need to be
involved with a church. We are a body, and the body needs to work together as such.

Function of the Church
A. GLORIFY GOD!!!!" God doesn’t exist for our ends. We were created for His purposes. Do not
desire al the benefits with none of the responsibility.

1.
2.
3.

Ephesians 1:3-14 —the praise of His Glory (I Peter 4:10-11)
| Corinthians 10:31 — Do all to glorify God
Example of aBiblically purpose driven church:

“This church shall seek to glorify God by making disciples who love God, serve one
another, and reach the world for Christ. We commit ourselvesto five priorities: 1) The

Bible, mastering God's truth, thus living distinctively Christian lives (I1 Timothy 2:15).
2) Prayer, daily communication with our Father, which is an expression of our love for
Him, and dependence upon Him for everything in our lives (Philippians 4:6-7).

3) Wor ship, honoring God as we sacrificially serve Him with our time and money, as
well as worshipping Him in our private devotions and corporate life in the Body
(Romans 12:1). 4) Community, building an authentic family that meets the needs of
others by actively serving each other with our God-given gifts (Acts 2:42-47).

5) Outreach, actively sharing Jesus Christ with family, friends, neighbors, and

co-workersin such away asto bring people to Christ (Acts 1:8)

B. Witnessto the World

1.

2.

Redemptive — Make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:18-20, L uke 24:46-49,
Acts 1:8)
Characterized by:
a. Lovefor one another (John 15:13 and 13:34-35, | John 3:14-18 and 4:20)
(Ex: boy giving for his sister)
A little boy spent his days romping with his sister, whom he dearly loved. They
rolled in the grass, climbed trees together, and made great Western adventures
together. One day the little girl became very sick. The whole family went to the
hospital in abig city for thefirst time. After afew tests, the doctor said, “ She will
need a blood transfusion if sheis going to makeit. Little boy, your blood will
work. Areyou willingto giveit?” The boy was so upset that he left crying for a
long time. Finally he came back and agreed. The doctor prepared the needles and
said, “Don’t worry. It will only hurt alittle. It will be over quickly.” (Remember,
the boy knew nothing about hospitals.) With tears streaming down his face, the
boy looked up from the table where he lay and stuttered, “ Doctor,
..wh...wh..whendo | die?
X-2



b. Compassion for the needy (James 1:27, 2:15-16) “Don’t tell them Jesus loves
them till you are ready to love them too...” by Steve Camp

C. Toward the Church
1. Equip the saints (Ephesians 4:7-17) — Stimulate growth in Christian living through the
exercise of the gifts. Thisincludes both leadership and laity. Equipping by
a. Teaching —Public (formal) and private (informal)
b. Example (Philippians 4:9)
c. Exhortation, consultation, encouragement, admonition, reproach, and rebuke
(I Timothy 4:2, | Thessalonians 2:11-12 and 5:14-15)

2. Edification
a. To present the bride pure (2 Corinthians 11:2) — It is essential for the believer to
reflect accurately the character of Christ aswe carry out the commission of Christ.
No cheap imitations! A.W. Tozer said:
“The popular notion that the first obligation of the Church isto spread the
Gospel to the uttermost parts of the earth isfalse. Her first obligation isto
be spiritually worthy to spread it.”
b. Preventative measures
I John 17:17 — Sanctify by the Word
ii. Colossians 3:16 — Allow Christ’s Word to livein us.
c. Remedial action (Matthew 18:15-20, | Corinthians 5:1-13,
| Thessalonians 3:6-15)
George Veerwer in “No Turning Back” said:
“To rebuke and exhort another Christian is one of
the hardest thingsto do properly. Itiseasier to overlook the fault, but
love must correct at all times.”

IV. Reasons why we should be an active part or member of alocal church
A. It'sastrategic aspect of three parts of the Christian life.
1. Believing - “Believe on the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.” Acts16:31; Acts4:10-12
2. Belonging - You are amember of God’s very own family...and you belong in God's household
with every other Christian! (Ephesians 1:19 LB)
3. Becoming - From the very beginning God decided that those who came to Him should become
like His Son. (Romans 8:29)

B. It'sthe primary Biblical model for ministry in the New Testament (Benefits of being a parts of a
local body)
1. Itidentifies me as a genuine believer. (Ephesians 2:19, Romans 12:5)
2. It provides me aspiritual family to support, encourage, and hold accountable.
(Galatians 6:1-2; Hebrews 10:24-25; Matthew 18:15-17)
3. It givesme aplaceto discover and use my giftsin ministry. (I Cor. 12:4-7)
4. It places me under the spiritual protection of godly leaders. (Heb. 13:17; Acts 20:28-29)
5. It gives me the accountability and need to grow. (Eph. 4:11-16)



How Do | Choose a Church? (Some things to consider)

A.

B.

Remember the purpose of the church is awaysto glorify God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Are people vitally growing and contributing to the growth of one another? (serving others and
not just looking for their personal needs to be met)

What are the teachings on God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit? Arethey in line with Scripture? (which
implies you need to study to have some ideas of what they say)

Does the church have an understanding and passion for discipleship that isresulting in a healthy,
growing, multiplying ministry?

Is God's Word being accurately represented? (Isit being represented at al?)

Isthe church led by the power of the Holy Spirit? Acts 1:8 (Not just human agendaor talent)
CAUTION: I'mnot referencing “ spirit-filled” inthe occas ona misguided charismatic understanding of
Spirit-filled (which putsan over emphasison tonguesand other dramatic manifestations), but amore
Biblical centered and Holy Spirit guided empowerment, manifested by the character of thefruit of the
Spirit—Galatians 5:22,23—that dwaysglorifiesChrist.

(See Matthew 7:21-23)

Does the teaching challenge me to be more like Christ, as well as encourage me to be grounded
in the Word of God?

. Arethe people being equipped to do the work of ministry?

I's the church committed to reaching the lost in its community and throughout the world? (Are
there a healthy number of new believers coming to Christ and growing in their faith?)

J. Doesthe church have awell thought through understanding and active role in reaching the world

(other cultures and countries) for Christ? (Matthew 28 :19-20)



